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Keynote speaker: Debbie McVitty (Editor Wonkhe)
“Policy v the real world: the case of teaching excellence”
The key note outlined a balanced perspective of the TEF, and its impact on practice. Advocates of TEF would say that TEF enables the demonstration of teaching excellence, locates the value of HE in the learning space and raises the profile of TL. The evidence would suggest that TEF is not accessed by prospective students other than in university marketing material. Sceptics would ask the question “Where was the evidence that teaching and learning wasn’t delivering when TEF was introduced?”. 
Debbie also talked about the value of data. Data can be used for a)informed conversation, and b)judgement and accountability. Data can be empowering if outcomes are used to facilitate informed conversations  i.e. to inform a discussion around the question “what does this data mean in my context?” – but, when data is used for judgement and accountability staff can be disempowered and may be less likely to be innovative and creative in their practice. 
Debbie also made the point that some feedback on TEF is that is has facilitated TL discussions on the ground. The take home message for us is to keep the “what is teaching excellence” discussion live at the face of practice. 

Questions I think we could discuss at institutional, faculty, programme level are:
What represents value in HE for our students? 
What is our definition of teaching excellence? 

An introduction to light board pedagogy
Mr Will Doherty, Strathclyde University 
This technology may be worthy of consideration at faculty institutional level – if I remember correct, Prof Simon Bates (UBC) talked about this at the TL conference a couple of years ago.  He felt that the advantages of the technology could be in a “flipped lecture” format, or live during the sessions. His starting point was that when lecturers write in class they have to turn their back to write on a whiteboard, or look down for a visualiser – this enables the lecturer to maintain eye contact whilst writing. Information on “The forgetting curve “ (https://qz.com/1213768/the-forgetting-curve-explains-why-humans-struggle-to-memorize/) and “The Communication Model” (https://www.toolshero.com/communication-skills/communication-model-mehrabian/) were also referred to with respect to attention during lectures, and retention following lectures. 
Further details can be seen here https://youtu.be/UrtLdkXPRNQ, https://www.learning.glass/ and here .
Will has built his own learning glass using household materials, as purchase from the company is approx. £600.
Swansea University has a dedicated room set up to pre-record lectures with this technology. 

Potential Action: Invite someone from Swansea to come and talk to us more about it, or Will from Stratchclyde. 

Other Useful Information:
Prorgrammes and Events Prosepctus is worth looking through for training and professional development opportunities https://www.advance-he.ac.uk/programmes-events
Events are organised around “The development pathway” and so targeted activity at different stages of academic career.  

STEM conference 2020 is at The Studio Manchester, 29-30 January. 
Teaching and Learning Conference 2020 is, 7-9th July. 





