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Faculty pedagogic research group (FPRG)
12-2pm Friday 5th June Rm 325, James Parson Building

· Current pedagogic research projects.
· Pedagogic research funding bids.
· Conferences of interest to members.
· International Conference on Research into Higher Education, Newport, 9-11 December 2015 (Deadline: Friday 26th June 2015)
· eLearning 2.0 Conference, Brunel, July 29, 2015
· Journal Club (paper available here) and theme for next year

Journal Club
McSweeney F (2014) ‘Moving in’: difficulties and support in the transition to higher education for in service Social Care students. Social Work Education: The International Journal 33(3) 317-337

I chose this paper because it is from an area none of us teach so may provide some fresh perspectives, and because it deals with the transition to HE for part time mature students who have relevant work experience, which is a different group of students to consider. 

Before you read the paper: 

Do you think the expectations and needs of part time (day release) mature students are similar to or different from those of full time school leaver-type students?

Do you believe that mature students are more or less willing than school leaver-type students to ask for help and advice? Why do you believe that?

While reading the paper, consider:

Reading the literature review, with which points do you identify? (pp317-321)

What do you think are the most important stress points for our students? Are they different for fulltime/part time, school leaver/mature, home/EU/international, other subgroups?

Looking at the students points and thinking about starategies for implementing some of these ideas, how important is class size (pp323-329)

Considering the paragraph on p326 which begins ‘However’……..end of student comment which follows, what views about their subject and the nature of the purpose of the programme might hinder our students making the transition to HE and to autonomy in learning?

After reading the paper, consider: 

Do you consider the issues raised here by part time mature students are pertinent to the student body as a whole?

How can we use induction, tutorials and the mid-semester 1 break most effectively to aid transition? What needs to go where and when?

Any, all, or other questions can be discussed at the meeting!
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