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To be discussed:
· Curriculum Enhancement Internships
· Conference programme for LJMU T&L Conference 2015
· Pedagogic research funding bids.
· Current pedagogic research projects.
· Conferences of interest to members. 
· Journal Club, paper available via FPRG website

Journal Club
Winstone N and Bretton H (2013) Strengthening the transition to university by confronting the expectation-reality gap in psychology undergraduates Psychology Teaching Review 19 (2) 2-14
[NB The pdf of this paper is circulated with the permission of the author, as it is not readily available on line]

A comment on the research methodology: this paper provides a literature review and theoretical background to the subject, then reports on discussions within a focus group of 4 students, which to those used to scientific research seems both small and biased! Note that there is no expectation that these students represent the views of all students, but that these comments may reflect the experiences of a larger proportion of students than was in the sample. They are more to stimulate discussion than a full evaluation of the student body.
I hope that our discussion can therefore avoid getting bogged down in a critiques of the methodology and focus on whether we can learn anything which might benefit our approach to student transition. 

Before you read the paper…
What expectations of university study do you think students bring with them?
Are students living away from home likely to bring the same expectations or different expectations as students who are living at home?

While reading the paper…
Pause and think about the number of students who consider leaving University – p2, paragraph 2.  Why do you think the number is this high?
Do any of the student comments quoted on p8 – 9 relate to your interactions with students eg personal tutees?
Do you think the comments students make in this paper may relate to the drop off in student attendance at lectures which we observe?

After finishing the paper…
How do you think we could use induction week and the first semester ‘directed study’ week to help students develop new learning strategies (maybe refer back to p3 section headed The transition to HE, and p3 penultimate paragraph, and last paragraph on p12))?
What strategies could we employ to help students understand what we mean by ‘independent learning’, reading around etc, given their experiences prior to University? (maybe refer back to p4 and the first part of p5)
Do you think that helping students through this transition will help with the L4/L5 and L5/L6 transitions (and L6/L7….)?

